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applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international implication 
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I International application JNo. 
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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 



,WithrcgardtothcU«^.toopi«o„has.bec„csU.b.ish«.onthebasi.of^^ 

was filed unless otheiwise indicated under this item. ^ „ . , 

* invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: ^ 
type of material 
( I a sequence listing 
Q table(s) related to the sequence listing 

format of material 
1 I in written foimat 
I I in computer readable form 

time of fiUng/fumishing 

Q contained in intematioBal application as filed. 

□ filedtogether whhtheirternationalapplicationincompulerreadab^^ 

□ furnishedsubsequentiytothisAuthorityforthepurposesofseareh. 

3 □ lnadditio„,inthecasethat.o.thanoneve.ionorc^^^^^^^^^^ 

^ or furnished, the required statement ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ S^p^^ ate, wc« furnish^ 

application as filed or does not go beyond the application as iiieo, as appivn 

4. Additional comments: 



FormPCl"/lSA/237(BoxMo. I) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORrry 


International applicsationNo. 

PCTAJS05^04454 


1 Bo,N, V ReasoBedstatement under Rule43l....i(aH.>vvUh.e,ard to novelj,. inventive step or ma»«r„. 
BOX no. V explanations supporting such statement 


I. Statemenl 


niflimR « and 13 




YES 


Novelty (N) 


Claims i-7aiid9>12 




NO 




Claims R and 1 3 




YES 


Inventive step QS) 


Claims 1-7 a«d 9-12 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


niflima 1-13 




YES 


ninims NONE 




)MO 



2. Citations and e5q>lanations. orf.rfij„ fiAgg 642 roatoey") tav ew of US. 

• ^ PPT Article 33f3) as being obvious over U.S. Patent No. e,4l»,o«»^ t i/aiwy ; 

aaims 1-1 3 lack an inventive step under PCT Article as wiiib 

PatentNo.6,280,a>S("Ei3feldetal"). u„wmllv discloses all the claimed features. More specificaJly. 

Reeardine claims I. 3, 5. 9 andlO. Darcey substantia^^ly discloses ™" . for a givenmedioal use, and 

discloses a mSSging product inroll form for being <l'^r^:f P^fSM^^Tpli^^^fn^i^"- and an elongate 
1 ^«S«^ongatc sleTveVmedof mo^^^^ 

' medical bandage ^t'^aJ substam^d^ he s^e kng^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ „^ substrate and 'ema.mng sUble 

bandaEO material comprising, a substrate ( 1 6), a reartive sy''»™ ™P'r^ -xoosnro to suffic ent moisture to form a ng d. soil 
wh^mah^Lcd in substantially moisturc-free eonditons "^^^^^^^Z^^^i ^ <=°>- ^ 26-33) and rescuing means 
^structure (col. 8, lines 21-25). Daieey "J*" ^'''"^^^^iC^O. S b^age material has been dispe«»d from the 
the sleeve against entc of moisture '^^IV'?^"^^^,^^ in Ae sleeve (col. 8, lines 21-25). . 
Sleeve for^eto prevent hardening of the substrate of the ^^I'^^'fy^^'^'^^ is polymer foam and that the sub^ includes a 
Darcey fails to teach thatihe substrate comprises a f^«J?>^'' ™* (52) and textile reinforcement 

' 1^ it appears that both substrates perforin the same function 

^ -Met^r v^iehdiscloses the formula^^^ paction system 
R^ardinl claim 6. note Fig. 14 and col. 5, ime 60^01. 6. hue 14. 

SS :S lu"SSSdled is inherendy P^^^^ 
' '^^U claim 12. Darcey discloses a pac^e -P^^- ^ ^^^^^^^ ^SeS^^^ '^^^ 

^''^^ prT*rticle33f2)-(3)b.oauselhepriorartdoesi«rtteachorfairlysuBgestthatsomeofthe 

Claims 8 and 13 meet the critcna forp«,lidiBg rigidity a«J stability, 

fibers from the textile reinforcemert layer penetrste mio xne loaiu 

Claims 1-13 meet die criteria set out in 
I be made or used tn industry. 



PCT Article 33(4). and thus have industrial applicability because the sntgeet matter claimed < 
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Intcrnabonal application No. 
PCT/US05/04454 



Tke following defects in the form or contents of the international application have beennoted; _ 
• " . , ^„ . j.f«,f/«^ „nHorPCT Rule 66.2(aXni)n the form or coirtcnts 

The description is objected to as contaimng the following defect(s) under PCT Kuie oo.a A ; 

paia. [0036J, line 4, "14" should read -1 3-. 
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Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43W5.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 



a,- • • h«s teen established onthe basis of tlic international application in the language in which it 
1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been estaoiisneo on me uu^i. 

was filed, unless otherwise indicated under.this Item. ^„ . , 

" invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. typo of material 
I I a sequence listing 
□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
in written format 

I I in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

□ contained in international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable forni. 

□ furnishedsubsequenUytothisAuthorityforthepurposesofsearch. 
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BOX No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 1(a)(1) regard o noveU^^^ inventive step or ma.s.nal 
appiicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement _ 



I. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 8 and 13 



YES 



Claims 1-7 and 9-12 



NO 



Claims R and 13 



YES 



NO 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims MI- 



YES 



Clfidms NONE 



J^O 



2. Citations and explanations. « « * ^ vi abr fid9 r'Daroev'') in view of U.S. 

. ^ ..»A^r PPT Article 33(3) as being obvious over U,S. Patent No. 6.488,642 ( TJaroey ) m view oi 

Claims 1-13 lack an mventjve step under PUl Article «. uohib 

Patent No. 6,280,815 (**Efsfeld et al"). , . . „„ ^u. daimed features. More specifically, Darcey 

discloses, a medical bandaging P^ductmroll form for te ng d^p^du^^ entry of raoistoc, and an elongate 

comprising an elongate sleeve formed ^^l^Z^ZnJ.>&ai^ entry of moisture until «se, the medical 

medical bandage material ^"''^•^ly ^^'^^ or coaTed or«o the substrate a«i remmmng sUWe 

bandage material comprising, a substate (16X exposure to sufficient moisture to form a ng.d, self 

when maintained in substantially moist^-fiee ""tStobXrwXring 18 at col. 7. lines 26-33) and res«U.08 means 

support structure (col. 8, lines 21-25). Darc«; ofX'^bLage material has been dispelled ftom the 

forresealing the sleeve against ento- of moisture after a pi^eteTOire^^^ 

dce« for^eto i»event hariening of the substrate of the ^^-^^^e matenaUen^ foam and that the substrate iwludes a 

Darcey faUstoteach thatthe substrate compnses ''f'^™ !^y!Vomo^i.«rpS:^^^ foam (52) and textUe reinforcement 

since it appears that both substrates perform the same functioa 

R^ardiriclaim6.noteFig.l4andcol.5,line60-col.6.hnel4. 
SS^l^-H'^'mrfi^c.llmedisinheren^^ 
' '^Srding Claim 12. Da^ey discloses a ^^e «,,^^^ 

roSKteix/^^i^'Shirr^^^^ 

cl!ral\3meetthe^.e..to^^^^^ 

fibcre from the textile reinforcement layer penetrate imoinBi«wui«jr y 

C.aimsl-13n.eetthecrUeria«t.u.inPCrArtio.e33(4).andthushaveind„s.H.appHcaH.ity^^^ 
I be made or used \n industry. 
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